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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

WORKSHOP 
Effects of Tired Creek Dam 

And Stormwater Holding Ponds on the 

County’s Lakes 

June 18, 2013 

 

The Leon County Board of County Commissioners met for a workshop on the effects of Tired 
Creek Dam and Stormwater holding ponds on the County’s lakes on Tuesday, June 18, 2013. 

 

Present were Chairman Nick Maddox, Vice Chairman Kristen Dozier and Commissioners Mary 

Ann Lindley, Jane Sauls, Bryan Desloge and John Dailey (Commissioner Proctor was absent).   

Also present were County Administrator Vincent Long and Board Secretary Rebecca Vause. 
 

Chairman Maddox convened the workshop at 1:05 p.m. 

 

Facilitator(s):   Herb Thiele, County Attorney 

 David McDevitt, Director, Development Support & Environmental Management 

 John Kraynak, P.E., Director, Environmental Services  
 

County Attorney Thiele opened the workshop with an overview of the possible damage to Leon 

County’s water quality and quantity within Leon County posed by the Army Corps of Engineers’ 

issuance of a permit to Grady County to build a dam on Tired Creek.  He highlighted the 

possible effects of the Grady County dam (and proposed developments around the resulting 
lake) on area Lakes Iamonia, Ochlockonee, and Talquin and discussed staff’s suggested 

remedies offered to the Army Corps of Engineers.  County Attorney Thiele shared that 

Congressman Steve Southerland has been extremely helpful in the County’s efforts to have the 

Army Corps of Engineers revisit these issues, but to date, none of the County’s suggested 

remedies have been implemented. 

 
County Attorney Thiele also provided the Board information on the BASF plant in Attapulgus, 

Georgia.  He shared that the plant continues to dump approximately two million pounds of 

nitrate a year into the Little River, a tributary of Lake Talquin.  He indicated that his office 

continues to address this matter and is seeking to negotiate with the Georgia Environmental 

Protection Division through the Environmental Protection Agency in Atlanta to address the 
issues.    

 

Commissioner Lindley ascertained from County Attorney Thiele that there is no Federal 

oversight of the Army Corp of Engineers; however, Congressman Southerland is on the 

Congressional Committee that oversees the Army Corp of Engineers and a decision has not 

been made to take this issue to that level.      
 

Commissioner Dozier opined that there should be other recourse available at the federal level 

when dealing with water quality and quantity.  She indicated that she was prepared for the 

Board to take more action, even if that meant just raising the concern.    

 
Commissioner’s Desloge established with John Kraynak, Director, Environmental Services 

Division, that Lake Immonia is dependent on the Ochlockonee River (via Tired Creek) for its 

recharge, thus even small changes in upstream flows could potentially cause harm to the lake 

and its associated ecosystem.   
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Mr. Kraynak made presentation on the effects of stormwater holding ponds on the County’s 

lakes.   He pointed out that that there are two types of stormwater holding ponds - detention 

and retention - and remarked that since the 1980’s the vast majority of the permitted holding 
ponds constructed have continued to be detention facilities, which add more water to our 

streams, lakes and rivers.  He then utilized the permitting for the Lake Jackson Basin to 

illustrate this point.  He submitted that the reason Lake Jackson isn’t maintaining a constant 

water level is due to a combination of sinkhole openings and rainfall patterns.   

 

Commissioner Dozier suggested that stormwater management would make a great topic for a 
Citizen Engagement Series.  She asked about changes long term that should be on the Board’s 

policy radar relative to alternative irrigation, mitigation, etc.  Mr. Kraynak responded that staff 

is working with the City and citizen groups on low impact development incentives and a 

proposed ordinance will be brought to the Board for its consideration addressing some of these 

issues in the Fall.  Discussion continued between Commissioner Dozier and Mr. Kraynak on 
alternative irrigation strategies and she encouraged staff to consider incentives to existing 

residential areas, i.e., rain gardens, etc. 

 
Commissioner Sauls moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Desloge, approval of Option 1:  
Accept the status report on the effects of Tired Creek Dam and stormwater holding ponds on the 
County’s lakes.     
 

Commissioner Desloge mentioned the recent change in stormwater fees and submitted that 

now would be a good time to do community outreach and educate the public on what 

stormwater fees are used for.    

 
The motion carried 6-0 (Commissioner Proctor absent). 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the workshop was adjourned at 2:16 

p.m. 
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